CHAPTER VII

THE MECHANISM OF CONSCIOUSNESS

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MECHANISM

IN a very real sense the whole of the bodies of man form
the mechanism of consciousness, as organs for willing, think-
ing, and acting ; but the nervous apparatus may be called its
special mechanism, as that whereby, in the physical body, it
controls and directs all. Every cell in the body is composed
of myriads of tiny lives, each with its own germinal con-
sciousness ;l each cell has its own dawning consciousness,
controlling and organizing these ; but the central ruling con-
sciousness which uses the whole body controls and organizes
it in turn, and the mechanism in which it functions for this
purpose is the nervous.

This nervous mechanism is the outcome of astral impulses,
and consciousness must be active on the astral plane before

1 The term '* lives " signifies Units of Consciousness, but does not
denote the kind of consciousness thus separated, nor necessarily imply
the presence of a Jivatma. It means a cognizable tt drop " from the
ocean of consciousness, an atom or collection of atoms ensouled by
consciousness and acting as a unit. An atom is a " life ", the con-
sciousness being that of the Third Logos. A microbe is a " life ". the
consciousness being that of the Second Logos, appropriated and modi-
fied, as before said, by the Planetary Logos and the Spirit of the
Earth.